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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

IS! Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

□ Box No. I! Priority 

□ Box No. ill Non-Establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial appliced^ility 

□ Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

ISI Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 436/s.l (a)(i) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

Box No. VI i Certain defects In the international application 
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2. FURTHER ACTION 

if a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("I PEA"). However, this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the I PEA and the chosen 1 PEA has notifed the 
international Bureau under Rule 66.1b/s(b) that written opinions of this international Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is. as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the I PEA, the applicant Is invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, laefore the expiration of three 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCTyiSA^20 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISAfi20. 
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International application No. 
PCT/NL2004y000845 



Box No.. I Basis of the opinion . 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application In 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and^r amino acid sequence disclosed In the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

• □ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andybr table relating thereto 

has been filed or fumished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statennent under Rule 43d/s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statennent 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-24 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-24 


Industrial aji^licabliity (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-24 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : JONG DE S J ET AL: "NOVEL SELF-ASSEMBLED HYDROGELS BY 
STEREOCOMPLEX FORMATION IN AQUEOUS SOLUTION OF 
ENANTIOMERIC LACTIC OLIGOMERS GRAFTED TO DEXTRAN" 
MACROMOLECULES, AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY. EASTON, US, vol. 
33, no. 10, 2000, pages 3680-3686, XP000915595 ISSN: 0024-9297 

D2: WO 00/48576 A (UNIVERSITEIT UTRECHT; HENNINK, WILHELMUS, 
EVERHARDUS; VAN NOSTRUM, COR) 24 August 2000 (2000-08-24) 

D3: LIM ET AL.: "A NEW CLASS OF BIODEGRADABLE HYDROGELS 

STEREOCOMPLEXES BY ENANTIOMERIC OLIGO(LACTIDE) SIDE CHAINS 
OF POLY(HEMA-g-OLA)S" MACROMOLECULAR RAPID COMMUNICATIONS, 
vol. 21 , no. 8, 2000, pages 464-471 , XP002323307 

D1 and D2 disclose stereocomplex hydrogels comprising two graft polymers having a 
dextran backbone and lactate side chains having opposite chirality. The side chains do not 
bear any hydroxyl groups (see D1 , fig 1 ; D2, fig 1 , claims). 

Present claim 1 is therefore not novel. The other claims are either not novel or not 
inventive in view of D1 , D2. 

The examples of the present application show that stereocomplex hydrogels as disclosed 
in D3 have an improved stability if the terminal hydroxyl groups on the side chains are 
blocked. This effect can support inventive step only for the specific kind of polymers for 
which it has been demonstrated (ie: the hydrophilic region is a polyacrylate/polyacrylamide 
and the degradable regions are as defined in claim 1 1 ). The present set of claims does not 
contain any claim directed only to these hydrogels. 

When the hydrophilic region is one of the compounds listed in claim 10, lines 7-10, the 
degradable region is attached through reaction of its OH group and the obtained graft 
polymer does not contain any terminal OH anyway (see D1 , D2). 
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